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Chaos is All Around Us - Yet God is Faithful

Expect Chaos in

Setting: Genesis 41: 2-8

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks
with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah,
his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report
about them.

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons,
because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made
arichly ornamented robe for him. # When his brothers saw
that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated
him and could not speak a kind word to him.

5Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers,
they hated him all the more. ¢ He said to them, “Listen to this
dream [ had: 7 We were binding sheaves of grain out in the
field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while
your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.”

8 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over
us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated him all the
more because of his dream and what he had said. (NIV)



Expect Chaos in

Setting: Genesis 39:2-6

“The Lord was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived
in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that the
Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in
everything he did, 4]Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his
attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he
entrusted to his care everything he owned.

5From the time he put him in charge of his household and
of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of the
Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on
everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 6 So he
left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he
did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.”

Expect Chaos in

Setting: Genesis 40:1-8

“Sometime later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of
Egypt offended their master, the king of Egypt. 2 Pharaoh was angry
with his two officials, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 3and
put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the
same prison where Joseph was confined. 4 The captain of the guard
assigned them to Joseph, and he attended them.

After they had been in custody for some time, 5each of the two
men—the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were
being held in prison—had a dream the same night, and each dream
had a meaning of its own.

6 When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they
were dejected. 7 So he asked Pharaoh’s officials who were in
custody with him in his master’s house, “Why are your faces so sad
today?”

8“We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no one to
interpret them.”

Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to
God? Tell me your dreams.”

Expect Chaos When

Setting: Genesis 41:41-43

“So Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘I hereby put you in charge of
the whole land of Egypt.’ Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his
finger and put it on Joseph'’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine
linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43 He had him ride in a
chariot as his second-in-command, and men shouted before him,
‘Make way!’ Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt.

44¢Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, 'l am Pharaoh, but without
your word no one will lift hand or foot in all Egypt.”

Above all, We Can Trust God’s Sovereignty
and Faithfulness!

Setting: Genesis 45:4-8

* Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When
they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you
sold into Egypt! > And now, do not be distressed and do not be
angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save
lives that God sent me ahead of you. ® For two years now there
has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will
not be plowing and reaping. ' But God sent me ahead of you to
preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a
great deliverance.

% “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He
made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler
of all Egypt.

One of the greatest purposes of Joseph’s story is that we
might see God’s hand in times of chaos, and that we
might learn how to respond appropriately through

Joseph’s example.




